
Covid-19 Written answer reports 
Week beginning 16th November  

16/11/2020 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what discussions it has had with universities regarding the integration 

of any independent testing programmes that they might operate for staff and 

students with the NHS test and protect system. (S5W-32933) 

Richard Lochhead: Whilst universities have not previously raised this particular 

topic with Scottish Government on 11 November I announced the voluntary testing 

of asymptomatic university students before they return home for the festive period. 

This, along with walkthrough test sites in university towns and the use of some 

academic laboratories to augment NHS Scotland capacity are being delivered in 

partnership with Scottish universities. 

 

17/11/2020 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what it is doing to provide online learning resources for schools and 

teachers to support pupils who need to learn from home due to COVID-19. (S5W-

32880) 

John Swinney: As indicated in the answer to question S5W-32879 on 9 

November 2020, responsibility for arranging learning for children who have to self-

isolate or quarantine rests with the child’s school and the relevant local authority. 

 
To enhance the options available to schools, Scottish Government and Education 

Scotland are working with the Association of Directors of Education to deliver the e-

learning national partnership initiative. This seeks to widen access to live lessons, 

recorded lessons and digital learning and teaching resources. The initiative 

comprises a range of projects including the expansion of e-Sgoil's remote learning 

offer, as well as the West Partnership's online school which is providing teacher led 

lessons online which can be accessed at a time and place of the learner's choosing. 

The aim of the partnership is to ensure that different areas collaborate in order to 

provide access to materials across regions. Further detail on the e-learning 

partnership is available at: 
 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new- 

partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/ 

 

Education Scotland's new Scotland Learns mini site provides additional learning at 

home activities and ideas to complement any online learning and offline learning 

provided by the school. Further information is available at: 
 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/ 
 
Further advice and support to parents, as well as learning activities for 

younger pupils. is provided via the Parent Club website, which now has a 

number of dedicated pages on how to support children’s learning during 

Covid-19. 

https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/education-scotland/news-and-events/new-partnership-offer-to-improve-availability-of-online-learning-across-scotland/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/


 

All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 

website, the search facility for which can be found at 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government whether it will provide an update on what remote learning provision is 

available for pupils who are unable to attend school due to them self-isolating or 

shielding. (S5W-33041) 

John Swinney: Individual schools and local authorities are responsible for 

arranging learning for children who have to self-isolate or quarantine. 

 

In order to widen the online learning options available to schools, the Scottish 

Government, Education Scotland and the Association of Directors of Education 

are delivering the national e-learning offer. Further details on the offer are 

available at: 
 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/ 
 
The offer has three component parts: live learning and teaching; recorded learning 

sessions, and; supported content, where learners use a variety of digital content. 

The e-Sgoil initiative, one aspect of the partnership, is providing live online study 

webinars for senior phase pupils as well as a Broad General Education offer to 

schools. Further work is being undertaken by the West Partnership, who expect to 

launch their package of recorded lessons during this term. In addition, Education 

Scotland has expanded the volume of digital learning and teaching resources and 

will continue to do so throughout the year. 

 
For wider learning and teaching materials, schools can draw from Education 

Scotland's National Improvement Hub and Glow website for resources, as well as 

the new Scotland Learns initiative. 

 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what work has been carried out since March 2020 to make pupil 

learning resources available online for all subjects and levels. (S5W-33056) 

 

John Swinney: During Term 4 2020-21, Education Scotland facilitated subject 

network discussions across all curriculum areas to ascertain and identify what was 

working for teachers and learners. This led to the current and ongoing work where 

Education Scotland is working with local authority and Regional Improvement 

Collaborative partners as well class teachers in order to source, curate and share 

online learning materials. This work is being taken forward under the supported 

component of the National e-Learning Offer. The first set of resources is available 

nationally and will be added to on a continuous basis. 

The Scotland Learns website provides a range of learning activities that can be 

used to complement the activities that teachers plan for children and young people. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/


The resources are grouped into the three curriculum themes of Literacy & English, 

Numeracy & Mathematics and Health & Wellbeing, and are available at: 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/resources-for- practitioners/ 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what progress has been made since March 2020 to ensure that all 

school learning can be delivered on a remote basis if required. (S5W-33057) 

John Swinney: In order to support online remote learning, Education Scotland 

supports the Glow platform, which provides free access to a range of online tools 

and services for all school aged learners and teachers in Scotland. The National e-

Learning Offer, launched in June 2020, aims to further widen the availability of 

online learning across live online lessons, recorded learning sessions and 

supported online learning and teaching materials. Further details on the e-learning 

offer are available at: https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-

offer/ 

E-Sgoil is one aspect of the national offer. The e-Sgoil provision includes study 

support for learners in the senior phase which takes place after the school day. As 

at end October 2020, just over 1,635 young people from 233 schools across all 

local authorities in Scotland had signed up and were taking part in two or more 

sessions. Feedback from learners has been positive, with 85% wishing to see the 

e-Sgoil provision continuing beyond November and 80% indicating that they would 

recommend the sessions to a friend. 

To widen access the digital devices, the Scottish Government is investing £25m 

to tackle digital exclusion amongst children and young people. Funding 

allocations for devices and connectivity have been made to all 32 local authorities 

who are now in the process of ordering equipment to address local needs. We 

expect that around 70,000 devices and 18,000 connectivity solutions will be 

provided to disadvantaged children and young people. 

In order to support teachers' skills in online and remote learning, Education 

Scotland has delivered a wide range of professional development opportunities 

including webinars and support sessions for teachers and a community of 

improvement support via the digilearn.scot website. their own investment plans 

and Phase 2 of the Learning Estate Investment 

 

18/11/2020 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it can provide to 

students who are unable to access jobs that they have to support their studies in 

the event they are required to self-isolate for two weeks before the Christmas 

holidays. (S5W-32700) 

Richard Lochhead: We want students to have the option to return home safely at 

Christmas. We are engaging with the sector and students on the 

best approach and will make an announcement in due course. 
 
 
 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/resources-for-practitioners/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/resources-for-practitioners/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/national-e-learning-offer/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/digilearn/


19/11/2020 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government what its position is on whether teachers have adequate time to provide 

pupils who are self-isolating with consistent support and materials as well as fulfilling 

their obligations to other pupils who are in school. (S5W-32357) 

John Swinney: Schools are responsible for providing learning for children who 

have to self-isolate at home due to COVID-19 symptoms. This is set out in the 

Scottish Government’s guidance for schools. This is the best approach as 

practitioners know their learners best, and can arrange remote learning which is 

appropriate to the needs and circumstance of each pupil. 

 

In order to further strengthen the options available to schools, the Scottish 

Government and Education Scotland are working with local government to ensure 

that schools can access an enhanced range of options for online learning during 

2020/21 through the National eLearning Partnership. Schools can access and sign 

up to a range of additional options via the e-Learning Partnership. This includes 

the courses available via e-Sgoil and other initiatives such as the West 

Partnership’s online schools. Digital learning and teaching resources are also 

available for teachers to download and use. 

 
We have invested £80 million to support the recruitment of additional teachers and 

school support staff. As well as bringing much needed resilience to the system at 

this challenging time, these additional staff will offer increased support for 

individuals or groups of pupils who have significant gaps in their learning as a 

result of lockdown, support young people who are shielding, support small groups 

of learners who need more intensive support and cover classes for teachers who 

are shielding. Councils indicate that they have recruited over 1,250 additional 

teachers and we would expect this number to increase as schools continue to 

asess the needs of children and young people over the coming weeks. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what its position is on operating schools on a reduced capacity basis 

under Level 4 restrictions in its COVID-19 Strategic Framework. (S5W-33054) 

John Swinney: Our updated guidance on reducing risks in schools is intended to 

keep schools safe, open and welcoming for staff and pupils. It has been updated to 

align with the levels under the Covid-19 Strategic Framework, and to keep schools 

as safe as possible. 

 
The measures put in place across wider society at different levels of the Strategic 

Framework have been designed precisely to avoid any automatic move to school 

closures. However, the updated guidance makes clear that the use of targeted, 

remote learning remains an important contingency at all levels of the Strategic 

Framework where specific schools require either to close, or to implement remote 

learning for some children for a defined period of time, as a result of local 

outbreaks or staff self-isolating. 

 



We have very clear evidence that time out of school can have a detrimental effect 

on children and young people’s wellbeing, including impacts on educational, 

developmental and mental health harms. A further evidence paper on school 

safety will be published alongside further information from Public Health Scotland, 

in the coming days. 

 

We continue to work in close partnership with unions, staff and local authorities on 

ensuring protection measures are in place in our schools to reduce the risk of 

Covid-19 and preserve education for our children and young 

people. 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government what assessment has been made of the manageable level of teacher 

absence to ensure that schools remain open at all protection levels, and what 

steps have been taken beyond the general public advice that has been published 

to minimise COVID-19 infection rates among teachers and other school staff. 

(S5W-33055) 

John Swinney: Recent SAGE advice, based on ONS data and published on 13 

November, indicates no difference between the positivity rates of pre- school, 

primary and secondary school staff, relative to other worker groups. 

 

Our updated guidance on reducing risks in schools is intended to keep schools 

safe, open and welcoming for staff and pupils. It includes guidance on workforce 

planning, developed with input from local authority partners. This makes clear that 

local authorities and headteachers, working in close partnership with unions and 

staff, are best placed to make judgements about how to make best use of available 

workforce capacity safely and effectively. 

 

To support these efforts, and ensure resilience in the school workforce ,the Scottish 

Government has made £80m available to local authorities for the recruitment of 

additional teachers and support staff. To date, local authority figures indicate they 

have already recruited 1,250 additional teachers and 155 support staff, with an 

estimated further 200 teachers and 100 support staff planned. 

 

Guidance has also been updated to align with the levels under the Covid-19 

Strategic Framework and includes details of enhanced protection measures to 

keep schools as safe as possible. This guidance includes strengthened guidance 

for clinically extremely vulnerable staff, as well as details of testing and 

surveillance arrangements for school staff. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To 

ask the Scottish Government, in light of concerns that pupils might face significant 

disruption, for what reason the SQA exam diet for 2021 has been pushed back by 

two weeks to 10 May. (S5W-33351) 

John Swinney: As outlined in my statement to Parliament on 7 October, due to 

the continuing disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, we can no longer risk 

the running of a full Exam Diet in 2021. 

 



In line with the recommendations made to me by Professor Mark Priestley in his 

independent review of the National Qualifications experience in 2020, I have asked 

SQA to take an alternative approach to National 5 accreditation in 2021 rather than 

the usual exams. 

 

In taking this decision on National 5 exams, it means that we can build an 
exam diet for Highers and Advanced Highers that is as safe as it possibly can be. 

These exams will begin on 10 May, later than normal to give S5 and S6 pupils back 

approximately two weeks of the learning time they lost earlier this year. This 

additional time, in conjunction with the course assessment modifications that SQA 

have made following its consultation, give the greatest chances of these exams 

being implemented fairly. 

The decision to go ahead with the 2021 Exam Diet for Highers and Advanced 

Highers is being kept under continual review. It remains vitally important that we 

continue to take due regard of the latest public health advice to safeguard the 

health of all learners, whilst ensuring that their hard work is recognised in the 

awarding of qualifications. Given the potential for further disruption, contingency 

plans for these courses are being developed, and a final decision will be made no 

later than mid-February. 

 
 


